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T h i s  i s  a  S e l f - P a c e d  a n d  F o r m a l  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e x t  
 

This training publication will walk you through the many facets of the Civil Air Patrol 
preparing you to become a functional auxiliarist in the United States Air Force Auxiliary. 

 
 

Compiled from Federal Government, USAF and CAP doctrines 
and partially written by: 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert A. Sims  
Mitchell recipient, former Group Commander and  

Southeast Region Director of Information Technology 
 
 

Contributions By: 
Lt Col Heather Muehleisen, Mitchell recipient and former Arizona Wing Deputy Group Commander 

Lt Col Michael Sperry, Eaker recipient and former Director of Cadet Programs New Jersey Wing 
Lt Col Michael Harding, former Florida Wing Group 7 Director of Operations  

Maj Michael Widmann, Pennsylvania Wing Director of Emergency Services 
 
 

Reviewed for quality and accuracy By: 
Col Joseph Martin, Spaatz recipient and former Southeast Region Vice Commander 

Lt Col William Lynch, Eaker recipient and former Arizona Wing Commander 
Lt Col Robert Miller, former Florida Wing Group 7 Commander 

Lt Col Steven Thomas, Wisconsin Wing Chaplain 
Maj Darrell Sexton, former Tennessee Wing Group 1 Commander  
Maj Thomas Elbrow, former Tennessee Wing Group 4 Commander 

Maj Margarita Mesones-Mori, Director of Cadet Programs, Florida Wing 
Maj David Roberts, Oklahoma Wing Squadron Commander 
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THE OATH 
 
An oath is a custom, dating back to the Romans, of publicly committing yourself to do a task. It makes you and 
others know you are really serious about doing what the oath says you will do. 
 
 
 
THE CADET OATH 
 
I pledge that I will serve faithfully in the Civil Air Patrol cadet program, and that I will attend meetings regularly, 
participate actively in unit activities, obey my officers, wear my uniform properly, and advance my education and 
training rapidly to prepare myself to be of service to my community, state, and nation. 
 
 
 
 
OATH OF APPLICATION (Senior Members) 
 
I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that: 
 
I do understand membership in the Civil Air Patrol is a privilege and not a right. I also understand that 
membership is on a year-to-year basis and is subject to annual renewal by the Civil Air Patrol. I further 
understand that failure to meet the membership eligibility criteria will result in automatic membership 
termination at any time. 
 
I understand only the Civil Air Patrol corporate officers are authorized to obligate funds, equipment, or services. 
 
I understand the Civil Air Patrol will not be liable for loss or damage to my personal property when operated 
for or by the Civil Air Patrol. 
 
I voluntarily subscribe to the objectives and purposes of the Civil Air Patrol and agree to be guided by the 
Constitution and Bylaws of the Civil Air Patrol and comply with Civil Air Patrol rules and regulations as from 
time to time may be amended or promulgated. 
 
I agree to abide by the decisions of those in authority of the Civil Air Patrol. 
 
I certify that all the information on this application is presently correct. I understand I am obligated to notify the 
Civil Air Patrol if there are any changes to the background information on the front of this form (CAPF 12) and 
further understand that failure to report such changes may be grounds for membership termination. 
 
I understand that this Oath of Application is a part of this application for Senior Membership in the Civil Air 
Patrol and that my signature on the form constitutes evidence of that understanding. 
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THE CIVIL AIR PATROL 
 

Motto 

Semper Vigilans 
La t i n  f o r ,  A lway s  V i g i l a n t .    

I t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  e v e r - r e ad y  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  A i r  P a t ro l .  
I t  mean s  e v e r y  mem b er  f r om  c ade t s  t o  o f f i c e r s  mu s t  b e  p r ep a r ed  

t o  r e s pon d  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  a n y  s i t u a t i on .  
 
 

Mission 
 

To  se rve  Amer i c a  by  per form ing  Home l and  Secur i t y  and  
human i t a r i an  m i s s ions  fo r  our  commun i t i e s ,  s t a te s ,  and  na t ion ;  
deve lop ing  our  coun t ry ’ s  you th ;  and  educa t i n g  our  c i t i zens  on  

the  impor t ance  o f  a i r  and  space  power .  
 
 

Core Values 
 

I n t e g r i t y ,  Vo l un t ee r  S e r v i c e s ,  E x ce l l e n ce ,  a nd  Re spe c t  

 
Seal 

 

 
 

The  C i v i l  A i r  P a t ro l  i s  s y mbo l i z ed  b y  t h e  Amer i c a n  B a l d  E a g l e  w i t h  w i n g s  e l e v a t ed  
a nd  d i s p l a y ed  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  p u f f  c l oud  dep i c t i n g  a  n ew  f i rmamen t .  

 
The  CAP  emb l em  i s  s upe r imposed  on  t h e  s h i e l d  no t i n g  t h e  l i n a g e  o f  ou r  o r g an i z a t i on  

a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  C i v i l  De f en s e .  
 

The re  a r e  t h i r t e en  s t a r s  s u r round i n g  t h e  co a t  o f  a rms  r ep re s en t i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
t h i r t e en  co l on i e s  a s  c e l e b r a t ed  b y  many  U . S .  s e a l s .  
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