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Chapter 4 
Missions of the Civil Air Patrol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INSTRUCTION 
 Missions of the Civil Air Patrol 
 Suggested Teaching Method:  Lecture Method 
  

Instruction: Instructors should insure that all students have a strong understanding of the three missions 
of the Civil Air Patrol.   

 
Tip: Use the three bladed propeller as a visual reference of the three missions.  Bring in a local units 
organizational chart and show the students the different duties and how they relate to the overall 
function of the unit. 

 
Emergency Services 

 Suggested Teaching Method:  Lecture Method 
  

Instruction: For senior member students, take time in this section to answer all the questions that your 
student’s may have.  This is usually the biggest area of interest for most new senior members.  For cadet 
students, take time to familiarize them with the various taskings, however don’t spend an abundant 
amount of time on this mission.  They will learn more about the Emergency Service mission as they 
continue to excel in the Cadet Program. 

 
Tip: For Senior Member students, you may wish to have the unit’s emergency service officer spend a 
little time answering questions and discussing what steps they will need to take to become an active 
emergency service participant. 

 
Aerospace Education 

 Suggested Teaching Method:  Lecture Method 
  

Instruction: Take time to emphasize both the internal and external program.  It’s been found that many 
members don’t understand the difference in the two programs.  

 
Tip: You may wish to have the unit’s aerospace education officer spend time answering questions and 
discussing details about the aerospace education program.  For senior members, the aerospace 
education officer may discuss the Gen. Yeager Award.  For cadets, the aerospace education officer may 
discuss the aerospace education program and how it pertains to each achievement. 

 
 
 

Chapter Goal
 
Students must have a strong understanding of the three 
congressionally mandated missions of the Civil Air Patrol.  They 
should be able to identify the four primary areas part of the 
emergency services mission, identify and discuss the two primary parts 
of the aerospace education program, and have a strong understanding 
of the cadet program. 
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Cadet Programs 
 Suggested Teaching Method:  Lecture Method 
  

Instruction: Cadet students will have the most interest about this topic, however, there are many senior 
members who join the Civil Air Patrol to work in cadet programs, so take care not to brush by this 
subject when speaking with senior member students.  It is found that senior members who have not 
been properly introduced to the cadet program tend not to want to work with cadets simply because 
they are not knowledgeable about the program. 

 
Tip: You may wish to have the unit’s cadet programs officer spend time answering questions and 
discussing details about the cadet program.   

 
PUBLICATIONS & RESOURCES 
 CAPP 213, Specialty Track Study Guide – Emergency Services Officer 
 CAPP 215, Specialty Track Study Guide – Aerospace Education Officer 
 CAPP 216, Specialty Track Study Guide – Cadet Program Officer 

CAPR 50-17, Senior Member Professional Development Program 
CAPR 52-10, Cadet Protection Policy 
CAPR 52-16, Cadet Programs Management 
CAPR 60-1, CAP Flight Management 
CAPR 60-3, CAP Emergency Services Training and Operational Missions 
CAPR 60-5, CAP Counterdrug Operations 
CAPR 280-2, CAP Aerospace Education Mission 
Summary Exercise Answer Key 
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SUMMARY EXERCISE – ANSWER KEY 
 
1. Name the three missions of the Civil Air Patrol. 
Answer – Emergency Services; Cadet Programs; Aerospace Education 
Reference – 4-2, Missions of the Civil Air Patrol 
 
2. Name a few specific areas involving emergency services. 
Answer – Any two:  Search and Rescue; Disaster Relief; Counterdrug; Homeland Security 
Reference – 4-4 to 4-8, Emergency Services 
 
3. Name two parts of the aerospace education program. 
Answer – Internal; External 
Reference – 4-10, Aerospace Education 
 
4. How many phases are there in the cadet program?  Name each phase. 
Answer – Five; Motivational Phase, Phase I – The Learning Phase, Phase II – The Leadership Phase,  
Phase III – the Command Phase, Phase IV – The Executive Phase 
Reference – 4-11, Cadet Program Structure 
 
5. What is the title of the officer in charge of a specific emergency service or operational activity? 
Answer – c. Incident Commander 
Reference – 4-5, Search and Rescue 
 
6.  Name four staff positions. 
Answer – Any four positions found listed on page 4-2 & 4-3 of the Auxiliarymen’s Handbook 
Reference – 4-2 & 4-3, Missions of the Civil Air Patrol 
 
7.  One of the objectives given to the Civil Air Patrol is to assist the Department of the Air Force in fulfilling its 
non-combat programs and missions. 
Answer – a.  True 
Reference – 4-2, Missions of the Civil Air Patrol 
 
8.  Can the Civil Air Patrol assist law enforcement in activities such as aerial surveillance? 
Answer – a.  True 
Reference –4-6, Counterdrug Operations 
 
9.  Cadets who earn the _____ Award and enlist into the Air Force or Coast Guard are eligible for a higher 
starting pay grade then their peers. 
Answer – b.  Mitchell 
Reference – 4-12, Cadet Programs 
 
10.  The Civil Air Patrol sponsors an aerospace conference that encourages teachers to incorporate aerospace 
education in their curricula and leaders to speak out on the aerospace issues facing our nation today.  This 
conference is called the _____. 
Answer – National Congress on Aviation and Space Education (NCASE) 
Reference – 4-10, Aerospace Education 
 


