
FROM THE EDITOR

Corporate owned aircraft are a big investment for CAP.  It is our duty to maintain these aircraft so they are safe and available for use when needed.  An area of concern is proper tie-down of aircraft.  Many of the ropes used are not adequate for holding an airplane in place in high winds.

Ski rope, manila rope, cotton rope, frayed rope, etc. ARE NOT good enough!  The tie-down ropes should be a high quality nylon rope able to resist a pull of 3000 pounds.  But even the best rope needs to be replaced yearly because it will dry out and become brittle with age.

Also, when traveling to another airport, carry tie-down rope, especially if you will be staying overnight.  I have seen many airports with tie-down rope that would not hold a small dog in place, let alone an airplane.  

Having aircraft available for our use in missions, training, orientation rides, etc. is very valuable to us.  Let's all do our part to "Keep 'em Flying".

LTC William K. Lord

SAFETY PROGRAM NOTES

Years ago airplane engines were not dependable and were the cause of many aviation accidents.  But nowadays, properly maintained engines are quite reliable.  So why do we still have accidents?

The experts say it is because of poor judgment or wrong decisions.  Ask a pilot involved in an accident and they will often admit they were aware of the hazard at the time; they elected the "wrong" course of action.

Why do pilots sometimes make a bad decision?  It is partly from a lack of knowledge and in part due to human tendency to rationalize things until they look justifiable.  In other words, when we really want to do something we talk ourselves into it.  Like thinking we really have to get home TODAY, even if weather is marginal.

So what can we do to avoid this problem?  Know your limitations, don't fly in marginal weather if you are not trained and current in IFR ground yourself after taking medication (even over the counter variety).  KEEP CURRENT in your flying skills, participate in the FAA "Wings" program and attend CAP flight clinics.  Stick with the published rules, procedures and recommendations.

As a pilot you hold human lives in your hands.  You have an obligation to operate in a safe manner.
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Safety is really resource conservation… Any piece of equipment or person lost due to mishap, is a resource that cannot be used to accomplish the mission.








