
FROM THE EDITOR

Safety meetings are a vital and important part of the CAP program.  As safety officer, you are responsible for scheduling these meetings.  If you do not like to get up in front of the group, obtain speakers from local law enforcement, FAA, fire marshal, etc.  Videos or films can also be used for a safety meeting.  

Be sure to brief personnel on the monthly "Safety" bulletin from National HQ and any other hazardous conditions as they apply to your members.

Keep a roster of the members present for the safety meeting and briefings.  All personnel not present will need to read a summary of the topic presented.  

LTC William K. Lord

SAFETY PROGRAM NOTES

The change to the Emergency Services program has come and with it lots of training and practice SAR'S are scheduled.  I think this is a good time to remind our members of ground and vehicle safety.

The CAP vehicle inspection is required for corporate owned vehicles.  It should also be used by our members on privately owned vehicles for our member's safety.  Safety belts should always be worn, not just for CAP functions. Remember the law is now click-it or ticket.  In the event of an auto accident, your 

chance of survival are greatly improved if you are wearing a safety belt.

Ground team members should be properly trained in the job they are performing.  They should be equipped to handle the situation and environment where they will be working.  Wear appropriate clothing for the weather.  As we get closer to summer weather, be especially alert to the need for plenty of drinking water to prevent heat exhaustion.

All ground team members should wear orange safety vests.  This is essential during hunting season, but is also necessary all year round to make members visible in timber areas and when working near roadways.

Cadets participating in SAR exercises must be adequately supervised.  Briefings on hazards such as broken glass, holes in the ground, and unsafe obstructions should be given by adult supervisors prior to the activity.  Horseplay and scuffling should be strongly discouraged.

Let's all do our part to make CAP activities safe and productive.  Use common sense, minimize fatigue, get trained for your job, and always use proper safety procedures; it is for the good of our members and our organization.
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